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Can you believe it is November already?  We have
been blessed with wonderful weather (with the
excep�on of gale winds Monday), and we pray it
lasts through Thanksgiving! And no, that isn't the
Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown! Its one of the
winners at this year's Topsfield Fair!

And Speaking of the Topsfield Fair 
Our annual services at the Topsfield Fair were well received and the weather
cooperated to some degree this year. Pastor Rolan preached the first Sunday with
help from the worship team at Middleton Congrega�onal Church.

Our musicians played the second Sunday, with Pastor Andrew delivering the
message in a bit of a damp se�ng. Both Sundays had good a�endance. Those of
us who stayed in the Sanctuary on October 8, had an opportunity to hear Pastor
Tom deliver the message, just a few days before his wedding in Connec�cut.

Vision Night Thanks 
We had an amazing �me at the Vision
Night. Great informa�on from our
leadership and the interac�on with those
of you who a�ended was so helpful. And
speaking of helpful, thanks to those who
helped our Community of Care provide

such a lovely dinner for the Vision Night in late September. The set up and table



decora�ons were professional, the catered meal delicious and the enjoyment was
evident to everyone. Many volunteers helped Elder John Noyes.  Thank you.
 
Generosity
In a season of natural disasters, once again FCCB answered the call. Not only did
we collect dona�ons at the Apple Fes�val, according to Elder Paul Sidmore,
Missions and Outreach, many of you have contributed. A basket set up for public
dona�ons during Apple Fes�val resulted in a check from FCCB sent to Samaritan's
Purse, Hurricane Relief. And from our congrega�on's support, a check for $1,000
was sent to World Relief to help with recent disasters. These last couple of days of
no electricity from gale winds here on the North Shore are only a small taste of
what the hurricane vic�ms have had to endure. Keep praying for recovery,
par�cularly in Puerto Rico. By the way, if you haven't made a dona�on and feel
led to do so, you may mail a check to Samaritan's Purse, PO Box 3000, Boone, NC
28607, or World Relief, A�n. Dona�ons, 7 East Bal�more Street, Bal�more, MD
21202.

Visitors 
How nice to have Bill Howard visit
us on a recent Sunday morning.
Bill is a re�red Boxford policeman;
long �me FCCB member with his
late wife, Shirley; and a devoted

usher for many years. Bill watches the live stream of our services every Sunday. 
We were glad to have him join us. Here he is greeted by our best greeter of all
�me, Doffy Falk. It is also nice to have Doffy back with us from her pleasant
summer in New Hampshire. And then this past Sunday we were thrilled to have
Ron and Paula Sylvester visit. Here is Ron ge�ng a big hug! What a nice surprise.

Welcome the Elmer Family
It has been fun to have the Elmer family as part of our
congrega�on! Mike recently opened the Sunday morning service
for Pastor Andrew, as well as helping out in our adult Sunday
School. His wife Esther is involved in the newly formed MOPS.
Great to have you both with us!

Children's Sermon  
Gerri White is a lady of many gi�s, including faithfully accompanying
the choir on piano. In October, we saw that her years of teaching
prepared her well to lead the Children's Sermon while Associate
Pastor Tom was away for his wedding and honeymoon. Thanks,

Gerri, for all you do.



And Speaking of the Newlyweds...
It is now official! Tom and Kori were joined in marriage on October 14 and will be
making Beverly their home, just minutes away from FCCB. Congratula�ons to the
lovely couple, just back from Disney World! May God con�nue to bless Tom and
Kori! You'll have the opportunity to wish the newlyweds a joyous future on
Saturday, November 11 at 6:00 pm in the FLC.  RSVP to Elder Gerri White so we'll
have enough food for you all. Here's an update from Tom...

It's wonderful to be back at FCCB a�er our �me away ge�ng
married and honeymooning! We had a lot of fun celebra�ng with
family and friends, and ge�ng to spend some �me in warmer
places! As we con�nue to grow in our rela�onship, we are also
excited to be growing as part of this community, and are preparing
for all that the Lord has for us in the coming years!

 

Prayer 
Adult Sunday School on the topic of Prayer has been very popular.  A variety of
speakers help to make it lively. Recently, Rev. Peter James and Dr. Tom Pfizenmaier
shared insights on prayer in their lives. Pastor Andrew, Elder Dave Allen, Elder Paul
Sidmore, Mike Elmer and Prayer Night Leader Elizabeth Kuczun have been most
effec�ve in this blessed series. It is s�ll con�nuing and you are invited!
 
Speaking of Prayer ...
Wednesday Night Prayer, under the leadership of Elizabeth Kuczun, now moves to
the FLC lobby for winter months. See you there at 7:00 pm!
 
Electronic Recycling Event 
A big thank you to all who par�cipated in what has
become an annual event for our community, as well as
an addi�onal source of income to FCCB. There was a
steady line of contributors last Saturday morning. Here
our own Carl Kuczun brings the recycling crew some hot
coffee as they take a quick break.  Our Office
Administrator, Nancy Gill, does a great job of
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coordina�ng this service. Once again, we appreciate Nancy, and the many hats
she wears!
 
North Virginia Great Banquet 
It is Great Banquet �me again in Northern Virginia with the men traveling down
this weekend, and the women the following weekend. Pray for those who are
enjoying this marvelous experience, as well as several of our members who are
serving at the banquet this year. Check out the list in the church bulle�n and pray
for God's blessing on these men and women.
 
Opera�on Christmas Child - Reprieve! 

Our Samaritan's Purse project has become an annual
event here at FCCB. There is s�ll �me to fill a box and
bring it in! Gi� box returns are extended to Sunday,
November 5. Thanks go to Susan Slocum and Leslie
Van Volkinberg for the Missions and Outreach effort

and to Gerri White for her tender Children's Sermon on Christmas Child.
 
Nursery Volunteers needed 
Just a heads up...more volunteers are needed for Sunday mornings.  Please
contact Lindsey DeMild at 978-500-0055, or Chris Malynn at 978-808-2605 and
offer some assistance.
 
Women's Connec�on Luncheon 
Ladies, please note the next monthly luncheon is at Rowley
Pancake House, 12:30 PM, November 6, next Monday!
 
Music, Music, Music 
We hope that you read Pastor Andrew's recent email on changes in leadership of
Contemporary Worship. We'll s�ll see Walter Woodward around from �me to
�me, as many us have developed a long term rela�onship with this great guy,
thanks to God's grace.  However, as explained in the detailed announcement,
Walter will have a number of lifestyle adjustments in the year ahead, including
comple�ng his seminary work shortly, and marriage next year.  Walter has been a
blessing as a mighty contributor and we wish him well as he con�nues to follow
the Lord.
 
Steve Kercher, whom some of us have met or seen perform, will lead
Contemporary Music at FCCB beginning mid November. Much of Steve's
background was detailed in the announcement and Pastor Andrew's email. His is
a very strong resume to say the least.  Please make Steve, Marcia and their family
feel welcome at First Church.



 
Turkey Time 
Soon it will be Thanksgiving. Plan to a�end our tradi�onal Thanksgiving service at
First Church Thanksgiving morning at 9:00 am in the Coggin Room.  While some of
us may be away, or entertaining, many of us can s�ll join for prayer and worship
as our forefathers did so long ago.
 
Food Pantry 
As we give thanks for our blessings, let's not forget those in need who are relying
on our food pantry.  Needs include: spaghe�, salad dressings, canned corn,
tomato products, lunch snacks, juice, fruit cups and personal hygiene products. 
Thanks, as always for your support!
 
Ask Those Who Have Served 
If you haven't already done so, ask Chelsea Wood about her COMPASS
experience.  Likewise, Emmanuel Muhammed has stories to relate from his
Nigerian and South African expedi�ons in recent months. I certainly appreciate
your comments and queries about Romania.  Missions and Outreach intends to
con�nue to encourage personal evangelism everywhere!
 
Prayers 

Give thanks for our many  blessings this Thanksgiving Season!  
Pray for our Youth as they join with First Chris�an Church teens for a retreat
this Saturday, where they get into exploring the roots of faith in Christ.
We have had a number of visitors at First Church of late.  Pray that many will
find comfort and God's grace in their �me with us.  
Several of our elders paid a visit in early October to Vic and Louann Pimental
to offer encouragement and to pray with Vic. FCCB's "Take a Meal" has been
busy suppor�ng the family.  Louann, a loving caregiver, is now ge�ng
addi�onal help at home.  Please keep the en�re family in your prayers. 
Reid Smith con�nues to recover at home with Marty as caregiver.  Pray for
healing and comfort for them! 
The Beckerleg family con�nues to monitor Darryl, as well as visit him and his
family in North Carolina.  Pray for recovery and peace for that family, also! 
We can con�nue to pray for the families of  vic�ms of the horrific Las Vegas
shoo�ngs.  Likewise, many s�ll suffer from recent natural disasters. 
Pray for more to be raised up to serve in our choir and worship team! 
Con�nue to keep our ministry partners in prayer. Recently, we received
correspondence from a number of them.  Place of Promise related a
touching story of a redeemed man who spent nearly forty years in prison. 
Ward Coleman announced the update of the famous Josh McDowell book,



"Evidence that Demands a Verdict," truth that can change a skep�cal world. 
Feruza Krason will be traveling to a number of conferences on Bible
transla�on.
The Ohlin's recently saw evidence of their radio ministry outreach as several
found the Lord through the airwaves.  Pray for all our Ministry Partners.

Please keep our church finances in your
prayers. Transforma�on con�nues in our
side area, with a walkway to our new back
door going in. Pray that our small deficit will
be erased in the next few weeks. Pray also
for our Financial and Stewardship Teams as
they begin the generosity campaign along
with budget prepara�ons for 2018. 
Pray for those at Great Banquet this
weekend and next.
Begin praying now for our Annual Mee�ng, scheduled for mid January.

 A Blessed Thanksgiving to you and yours,
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